"Of course, I forgot to say I was born af the prop time.
I mean to say, I'm old enough to be Consul, that is, if
you're good enough to elect me. I've a record of my
birth here." He read this, then suddenly seemed to
reflect that something had been left out. "There was
another mattah," he said. "I've forgotten what it is, but
I'm shaw it's a veh important thing. Yes, Baptism.
'Mshaw we're all agreed that baptism is a veh important
thing. When you see these fellahs without it you see
a thing like that. This is a certificate of my baptism.
Then, of course, another thing. 'Mshaw, we're all
agreed religion's a veh important thing; important as
anything, you can say what you like; 'mshaw, we're all
agreed about that. When you buy a horse, you have a
fellah to say if he's sound. When you elect a Consul
you want to know if he's sound, too. 'Mshaw you'll all
want to know that I'm orthodox Christian."

There was an outbreak of cheers at this; some of the
henchmen sniggered as they cheered, for orthodoxy was
not important to them; but many there had waited
for the declaration, knowing that the old Emperor,
Hypatius' uncle, had not been orthodox, but almost a
downright heretic.

When the cheering stopped, Hypatius made his
peroration, which he had learned by heart and rehearsed
before a mirror. "I have now fulfilled the legal require-
ments of a candidate for the Consulship. I have only to
add that if elected my every effort will be for the service
of the electors. In fact, my motto will be Liberty, and
my aim will be ... I mean to say that, if elected, it
will be my first wish and 'mshaw you'll all agree . . .*'
Here the poor man was lost, and Theodora had an
actress's sympathy for one who had lost his lines and
dried up\ She heard Nicanor prompt him in a loud
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